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Paul J. McNulty, United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia, announces
the indictment today of Aubrey Strickstein,  age 46, of Scottsdale, Arizona, on charges of
conspiracy, wire fraud,  and related charges in connection with services Strickstein provided to
AutoNation, in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, Quest Communications, in Denver, Colorado, and
AOL, in Dulles, Virginia. 

According to the indictment Strickstein served as a consultant on human resources
projects performed at all three companies from mid 2001 through mid 2003.  Gregory Horton,
who served as a human resources executive at all three companies, hired Strickstein’s company,
Pinebrook Consulting, to perform the services.  Strickstein conspired with Gregory Horton and
Ruben Moreno, Jr., another human resources executive, to defraud the companies by arranging to
have each of the three companies either overpay Strickstein on particular projects or, in the case
of AOL, pay him for non-existent  work.  In return for substantial business, Strickstein then
kicked back $400,000 to companies controlled by Horton.    

Relating to these charges,  Gregory Horton and Ruben Moreno, Jr., pleaded guilty earlier
this year to conspiracy and wire fraud.  At the time of his resignation in August 2003,  Horton
served as AOL’s chief personnel officer, reporting directly to the company’s chief operating
officer.  Horton was sentenced to 46 months incarceration.   Moreno was sentenced to eight
months home confinement.  Horton and Moreno, who admitted to conspiring with others, besides
Strickstein, were also ordered to pay in total $1.8 million in restitution to the three companies.

Arraignment is set before the Honorable Leonie M. Brinkema on August 26, 2005, in
Alexandria.

This case is being investigated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and prosecuted for
the United States by Assistant United States Attorney Stephen Learned.

(It should be noted that a defendant is considered innocent until proven guilty.)
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